


Koromo matures with age, dark robbing will often grow even
darker with age to the point where the scalation effect is totally
lost. The best Ai-Goromo hi will usually be apricot colored in
the youngster and the Koromo will be indicated by very small,
very faint bluish markings, usually only seen in the hi markings
along the flanks. The hi can be very unstable and susceptible to
shrinking and fading, which necessitates close inspection of the
kiwa of the hi for stability. In Budo Goromo, the sumi must not
be too blotchy or too large. For all Koromo, the white ground
must be of the highest quality to offset the ai or budo.

Goshiki are very hard to select young, and I have to admit that
I do not have very complete knowledge of how to select these
beautiful koi when young. I do know that a good Kohaku
pattern is desired, as with all Koromo. The head must be
especially clean and light in young Goshiki and it is said the
pectoral fins should have a small bit of clean hi in them. No
streaking of ai or hi is tolerated. I have also read that selecting
them in warm water is best as that is when their ground color
is best revealed.

Koromo have been a bit undervalued in the past, but good
examples can reveal to you the possibilities they can achieve.
A very nice koi to have in any pond. ❖
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